
The wide variety of volunteer ministries at Saint Rose creates opportunities for everyone, and as a
person’s situation in life changes, there are always new places to help out. Norine Biljan, a member of the
parish since 1971, worked funeral luncheons for about 25 years. When she could no longer serve that
ministry she moved right over to being a greeter at Mass.

“I really enjoyed helping at the funeral luncheons,” she says. “Working with a great group of parishioners
was awesome, and providing a service to the families was very rewarding. They were always so grateful.”
As a greeter twice a month at the Saturday Mass, Norine displays the welcoming spirit of Saint Rose with
her friendly demeanor. “People are so nice that being a greeter is such a blessing.”

Norine is also a regular at the Parish Center helping with mailings and bulletin inserts. “That’s a lot of
fun,” she says. Once a month Norine volunteers at the Minnesota History Center, archiving the history
of the state. Her group has completed organizing material about every Minnesota soldier in World War I,
and is now working on records for the prison system. They sort and place each person’s information in
acid-free folders to preserve them for future generations. 

Norine’s own history is interesting—and a bit complicated—she says. She met her husband Joe when
they both worked at the St. Paul Montgomery Ward store. He was a Marine who got out of the service in
1946; they were married a year later. “It was extremely difficult for returning veterans and their families
to find places to live,” she recalls. “For a while we lived in one room in a third-floor attic and had to go
down to the basement to cook and do laundry. By the time we left that place I was pregnant with child
number three. Four of us living in one room made things interesting. It was quite the ordeal but we
managed to survive. Our Catholic faith certainly helped us get through those years. ”
 

Norine Biljan

Other things to know about Norine:
• Joe was a long-term employee of H. B. Fuller. He started his career
making glue and was later promoted to plant manager in Detroit and
purchasing manager in St. Paul. He had several heart attacks and died at
age 64. The couple was married for 43 years.
• Norine and Joe had eight children, six boys and two girls, all born
within a 12-year period. Today they range in age from 59 to 71. Five live
in Minnesota, two in Michigan and one in Ohio. Four are retired. “One
of the best things about the retirees is they can help me with cutting my
grass and snow removal,” says Norine, who has lived in the same house
for 50 years.
• Norine has 22 grandchildren, six step-grandchildren, at least 30 great
grandchildren (she lost count at 30) and four great, great grandchildren.
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